


















Caleb Pollema – Staff Writer
The Dordt women’s volleyball team ended 
their season with 1-3 loss to Columbia in the 
quarterfinals of the NAIA National Tournament. 
Dordt came out swinging in set one with a 25-
20 victory. The Defenders recorded a .414 kill 
efficiency in the set and looked to be in control 
heading into set two. 
The lead was short lived as Columbia adjusted 
and won the second set 25-22. The Cougars 
would go on to dominate the third and fourth 
sets to win the match.  
Ema Altena ended her final match as a 
Defender with 18 kills and a .556 kill efficiency. 
Aubrey Drake had two service aces and 12 digs 
in the last match of her career.  
While the loss came as a disappointment to 
the team, especially the six seniors playing the 
last match of their careers, Coach Hanson was 
proud of the way that the team battled to the 
end.  
“I’m so blessed and pleased with how this 
team stayed together,” Coach Hanson said. 
“[They] stayed united and stayed competitive, 
pushing and fighting for extra points.” 
The match ended a Dordt season in which the 
Defenders went 31-3 overall and undefeated in 
conference play. The Defenders won the GPAC 
and the GPAC tournament. 
Dordt volleyball season closes, seniors leave lasting legacy
For six seniors, their volleyball careers came 
to an end in the loss to Columbia. Over their 
time on the team, they posted a 118-26 record 
and two national runner-up performances in the 
NAIA National Tournament.  
“To have this type of success on the court is a 
blessing,” senior setter Robyn Underwood said. 
“[It] makes me look back and say, ‘Wow, we 
did that.’” 
The bond between this senior class is 
undeniable. They have been together through 
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the ups and downs of four very successful 
seasons. 
“We all love each other so much,” senior 
middle blocker Leah Kamp said. “Not only do 
we love playing with each other on the court, 
we are all really close off the court.” 
While this group of seniors has been a key 
part of the program’s success over the past four 
years, they recognize it would not have been 
possible without Coach Hanson.  
“He believed in us over all of these years,” 
Kamp said, “and was patient with us as we had 
to grow into the players and the leaders we are 
today.” 
As these six seniors end their volleyball 
careers, they will focus on finishing their 
degrees and getting ready to make an impact in 
their respective fields.  
“As I become a teacher,” senior outside hitter 
Julia Lindbergh said, “I am excited to work with 
many different people and try to be a blessing in 
all of their lives.” 
Volleyball has taught these women life 
lessons they will cherish forever. As a student-
athlete, one quickly learns how to manage time 
and remain patient despite the hills and valleys 
of a season.  
More importantly, volleyball has given the 
team a platform to honor and glorify God who 
has given them the ability to play the game of 
volleyball.  
“I think the most important thing is that, if you 
really do something with all of your heart and 
do it for the glory of God,” Kamp said, “you 
will be blessed in the end, no matter what the 
outcome.” 
With that approach, this group of seniors not 
only demonstrated their tremendous ability 
on the court, but also their excitement to lead 
in whatever capacity God calls them to in the 
future. 
Sam Landstra – Staff Writer
Whether it’s for Thanksgiving or Christmas 
break, Dordt students do a lot of driving during 
the holiday season. While some live within an 
hour of campus, other students make treks of 
hundreds of miles to their homes in California, 
Colorado, or Michigan, to name a few.  
For upperclassmen, this drive likely appears 
as a mere chore. Not even record snowstorms 
can slow their pace. These are the people you 
see driving down the highway at 80 miles per 
hour with zero visibility. However, for first-year 
students and other less experienced drivers, 
traveling back home can be a daunting task. So, 
for these individuals, here is a multi-stage guide 
of what to expect while making the long drive 
home. 
For the sake of this article, let us suppose that 
you have a passenger in the car with you, as 
many Dordt students do. Typically, this person’s 
job is to provide directions and facilitate car 
snacks.  
Stage One: Packing 
The most obvious and essential aspect of a 
car trip is packing. Make sure to bring enough 
clothes home for the holidays and call your 
mom to go over your packing list.  
Stage Two: The Starting Line 
Once you and your passenger have loaded all 
your respective belongings into the car, it’s time 
to begin driving. The beginning of your trip can 
be commenced by phrases, such as “Let’s get 
this show on the road!” or “Let’s rock and roll!” 
Stage Three: The Exchange 
For many Dordt students, they’ve never said 
more than 10 words to their passenger before the 
trip. After a few minutes of quiet driving pass, 
you awkwardly ask your passenger their major. 
And in return, they ask you yours. Also consider 
other icebreaker questions to get conversation 
flowing, such as the number of siblings your 
rider has or extracurricular activities they 
Continued on page 2
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Christmas at the Centre Mall Driving home for dummies
Danielle Schultz – Staff Writer
The Centre Mall hosts many weekend events 
in honor of the Christmas season. Free mini-
train rides, opportunities to visit Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, and free kids’ movies at the Cinema 5 
theatre are only some of these festivities. 
On Saturday, the smell of freshly baked goods 
from Casey’s Bakery permeated throughout 
the mall, while the red and silver Christmas 
decorations glinted from the ceiling and the 
trees. Along with the main attractions, a colorful 
painting gallery featured beautiful canvases and 
a piano recital resulted in lively music.  
The children provided the biggest part of the 
chaos. Their loud chatter and laughter bounced 
off the walls while they waited in line, rode the 
free mini train, or visited with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. Their parents watched from a distance. 
From the amount of people that gathered at the 
mall, it is obvious the citizens of Sioux Center 
delight in celebrating Christmas together.  
“It’s a nice thing for the community,” said 
parents Brad and Andrea Wielenga, who have 
been taking their three girls to these festivities 
for five or six years now. “The kids always have 
fun,” they said. The girls’ favorite things to do 
are visit Santa and ride on the mini train. 
Mike and Denise VanderBroek have been 
dressing up as Santa and Mrs. Claus for 20 
years. While they were first asked by American 
State Bank, they soon gravitated toward the 
mall, which they now visit for a couple of 
weekends in December each year.  
“Snuggling with kids [who have] no reason to 
leave” and holding babies are among some of 
the VanderBroeks’ favorite things about playing 
Santa and Mrs. Claus. According to Mike, a 
stop sign is the funniest thing a kid has ever 
asked for. The saddest is getting a dog back. 
While many Dordt students are an active part 
of the Sioux Center community and participate 
in their own activities, some did not grow up 
celebrating Christmas with Santa.  
“There was no importance in Santa,” said 
Jenna Mack, a sophomore at Dordt. She 
mentioned that her parents had not made Santa 
a big deal because they wanted the holiday to be 
focused on Jesus instead of a myth. “It doesn’t 
really build trust as parents,” Mack said.  
Whether students grew up believing in Santa 
or not, Christmas festivities in the Sioux Center 
community will continue to unite both students 
and citizens. If students are looking for a good 
way to spend the weekend before finals, they 
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Domestic violence in the NBA
Why do only women work the 
information desk?
Justin Banks – Staff Writer
Domestic violence continues to be a frequent 
discussion topic. Abuse against woman is 
characterized as any use of “psychological, 
physical or sexual force, actual or threatened, 
in an intimate relationship” according to Stop 
Violence Against Women.  
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said “lesbian, gay and bisexual people 
experience sexual violence at similar or higher 
rates than heterosexuals.”  
In a 2015 report, the U.S. Transgender Survey 
discovered that “47 percent of transgender 
people are sexually assaulted at some point in 
their lifetime.”  
Those on social media may have seen the buzz 
surrounding the Washington Wizards’ center 
and power forward Dwight Howard’s supposed 
relationship with a transgender woman. The 
central conversation has focused on things like 
how many points Howard averages, when he 
became gay and if this woman is making up this 
story.  
 Many have neglected the fact that the trans-
Garth Van Donselaar – Staff Writer
It’s a question buried in the back of the 
mind of several Dordt students, and a thought 
that occasionally gets brought up again when 
passing the front desk. Yet the question remains, 
“why?”  
“The Dance Team only has girls, but that’s just 
because boys don’t try out,” said senior Martina 
Hoogland, who has spent six semesters working 
at the Information Desk. “I assumed it was the 
same thing where boys didn’t want to do that.” 
For a lot of students who work at the 
Information Desk, they secured their job via 
a friend who worked there before. One such 
person is senior Leah Kamp. 
Kamp’s connection is her now-roommate 
Micah Vande Vegte, who got her ‘in’ from a 
connection to a staff member. Kamp says at the 
end of each semester, students who work at the 
Information Desk are asked to give suggestions, 
which is what led to her eventual employment.  
According to Kamp, the position is primarily 
staffed from these suggestions. “We’re not 
going to pick someone that is not friendly,” she 
said. “I think girls come to our minds first.”  
 Granted, Kamp enjoys her work and 
encourages anyone who is interested in the job 
to apply.  
Regarding friendliness, Dordt staff knows 
how important the Information Desk is and how, 
in a way, it is the face of Dordt. The Information 
Desk position is the only work-study position 
on campus President Hoekstra meets with at the 
beginning of the school year.  
woman, Masin Elije, has claimed one of Dwight 
Howard’s employees has threatened her life.  
 
It is disheartening to think that our society has 
become so fixated of the topic of sexuality and 
sexual orientation that people have neglected 
the fact that a human beings life was threatened. 
Many people fail to realize the fear that comes 
with reporting domestic violence, and this story 
is one such time where it seems that the majority 
of people are focused on all the wrong things.  
One Dordt student recalls a time when a friend 
was in a violent relationship.  
“She was afraid to tell anyone because she 
was embarrassed about the situation, and she 
didn’t even reach out for help until the life of 
her child was threatened.” 
Domestic violence in both heterosexual 
and homosexual relationships is an alarming 
problem. When these people find the courage to 
come out about the problems they are facing, it 
is important that our collective response should 
be one of love and compassion, regardless of 
sexual orientation.  
“I’m a first impressions person, and a vibes 
person,” Vande Vegte said. “If I step on a campus 
and I’m feeling like people aren’t looking me in 
the eye and people aren’t acknowledging I’m 
there, I don’t feel wanted here.” Vande Vegte 
also noted that meeting with President Hoekstra 
helps show the importance of the job.   
So are men incapable of reaching that standard 
of friendliness and serving as the face of Dordt 
College? 
No. 
Eric Talsma is a 2017 graduate of Dordt who 
worked at the Information Desk his sophomore 
year. Unlike the majority of employees, Eric 
had to reach out to secure his position as he did 
not have an internal recommendation.  
In terms of why historically few men have 
been employed at the Information Desk, 
Talsma draws a similarity to the maintenance 
department, which is primarily staff by men. 
“They’re just trying to pick a person who’s 
going to go into the role and do it really well,” 
he said. 
Talsma said the main criteria Dordt looks for 
in applicants is professionalism while working 
and reliability, making sure students show up 
for their shifts or have them covered. Talsma 
said he had no problems locking in the work-
study position, and that the application process 
went smoothly.  
“Talk is cheap. People are saying things 
because they perceive it in a certain way, but 
I think they aren’t really truly looking at the 
details,” he said. “All of this is a very subjective 
matter as well, so perception is reality.” 
Continued from page 1
participate in at Dordt. For the more ambitious, 
politics are viable subject matter. 
Stage Four: Music 
Most Dordt students would agree, music 
stands as the most effective method of passing 
time while driving. Ideally, you and your travel 
mate have similar music tastes. However, if 
this is not the case, it is important to establish 
control over the music early in the trip as to 
avoid eleven hours of “The Best of Nickelback 
Vol. 1.”  
Stage Five: Pit Stop 
Depending on the length of the drive, you 
may have to take a handful of stops along 
your journey for gas, bathroom breaks and 
food. If the interactions between you and your 
passenger have been subpar, these breaks 
can serve as a reprieve from their presence. 
Additionally, for those striving for efficiency, 
let it be made abundantly clear to those in 
the car that everyone uses the bathroom. This 
emphasis minimizes unnecessary stops for 
those less gifted in “holding it.” 
Stage Six: The Podcast 
As you reach the latter half of your journey, 
finding ways to pass the time become few and 
far between. Your attempt to start a conversation 
with the toll booth attendant only held up traffic. 
With hesitancy, you ask your passenger, “So… 
want to listen to a podcast?”  
Stage Seven: Delirium 
Insanity begins to settle. You’ve tried 
everything from music to podcasts to 
audiobooks. Nothing can save you now. Your 
passenger is on their 15th different sitting 
position. As you sip the final drops of your 
energy drink, the earth and sky blend with the 
horizon while the lines on the road appear to 
laugh at your feeble existence. 
Stage Seven: False Hope 
Lo! You pass a familiar landmark! You sense 
that home is close, and this long journey will 
soon be over. However, as the minutes pass, 
you come to the horrible realization that home 
is still many, many miles away.  
Stage Eight: Home 
As you leave the interstate and enter your 
hometown, the trip comes to an end. You are 
home. Many miles on the road have brought 
you and your passenger past the initial awkward 
small talk to genuine conversation that allowed 
the both of you to get to know each other. 
Perhaps you will even wave to each other in 
passing on campus after break. This may not 
be the case for those who made the unfortunate 
decision to discuss politics. For now, however, 
it’s time to unpack and enjoy time home with 
family and friends. 
Note: Harrison Burns’ article “Zen and the 
art of the all-nighter,” which appeared in the 
November 15 issue of the Diamond, was the 
inspiration for my piece. It is a great story you 
should go check out. 
(cont.) Driving home for 
dummies
Sawyer Strelnieks – Staff Writer
 We all have our own hobbies. Some of us like 
collecting baseball cards, painting pictures, or 
playing a sport. But Zachary Sanford has found 
his niche tying dress ties. 
Zach started experimenting with different 
knots for dress ties at his older sister’s wedding 
two years ago. He realized that every guy 
always wears the same knot with every tie they 
wear, often called the half-Windsor knot.  
Bow ties are also a common tie worn for more 
formal events. Zach has learned several ways 
to tie them to make the tie stand out from the 
ordinary bow knot worn by most guys. 
“You see all the girls wearing all these fancy 
dresses with no girl wearing the same dress or 
style of dress,” said Sanford. “But what can 
guys do that makes them different? Sure, guys 
have different suits and ties, but all the knots 
are the same.” 
Ties are commonly one of the first things that 
gets noticed when a man is dressed up. If you 
were to comment on a guy’s attire, often the first 
thing that comes to mind is “I like your tie.” 
Believe me, we’ve all done it.  
With this in mind, Zach began experimenting 
with how any guy can add a spin to how he 
formally dresses by finding a way to stand out 
in the crowd with one simple trick that doesn’t 
take very long to do. 
“This can be a way of a guy showing that he 
is more cultured, giving him a way to stand 
out because he’s not like the other guys,” said 
Sanford. “You can draw attention to yourself by 
having a different tie knot, which is what people 
look at.” 
However, Zach doesn’t tie dress ties primarily 
for attention. Instead, he sees it as a work of art 
and a challenge for the day. When he completes 
a complicated knot, he feels good about it and 
gets to show it off at the same time. 
Zach’s interest in tying ties started years ago 
as he researched and watched video tutorials. 
He would practice tying and then show off his 
work at events such as weddings. 
“There’s so many directions you can go 
with tying ties,” said Zach. “I enjoy tying ties 
because I can get attention but also because I 
like working with my hands. It’s a pastime.” 
The key is making a simple knot look 
complex, with all knots having the same basic 
structure. As Zach became familiar with many 
knots, he realized that there are only four ways 
of starting any knot, and that they all finish in 
drastically different styles. 
Most of the knots Zach ties take no more than 
a minute to complete, once mastered. He learns 
by watching a video of someone else doing it, 
Continued on page 4
The tie guy
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Tess Hemmila – Staff Writer
The wildfires of 2018 have caused catastrophic 
damage to various parts of California. In July 
of this year, California was affected by the 
Mendocino Complex Fire, the largest wildfire 
in state history according to California’s state 
website (CA.gov). One of the most recent fires, 
the Camp Fire, also caused widespread damage 
in Northern California and quickly became 
known as the most destructive wildfire in state 
history. 
According to CA.gov, the Camp Fire took 
out over 153,336 acres, 13,972 residences, and 
resulted in 85 civilian casualties. The fire was 
extremely large, causing airborne ash to spread 
across the region and resulting in air pollution 
issues throughout much of the state. In some 
areas, even in locations hours away from active 
fires, local schools were cancelled, college 
graduations were postponed, and people were 
advised to stay inside due to poor air quality.  
In the wake of the fires, recovery efforts are 
being made. But the damage will likely take 
years to repair in some of the most affected 
areas. Cities and towns, like Paradise, have 
been almost or completely wiped out, making 
it difficult to determine when recovery will be 
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break on campus.  
Before coming to Dordt, Badudu remembers 
spending New Years at her grandparents’ house 
and spending time with family. In Sioux Center, 
she plans on hanging out with friends and 
working at Dordt’s copy center.  
“Christmas break is an opportunity to get 
close to people that you don’t always talk to 
during the semester,” Badudu said, “Whoever 
stays here, that’s who you’re going to hang out 
with.” 
During break, Dordt does not provide food to 
students staying on-campus, instead taking the 
opportunity to deep clean the kitchens in the 
Grille and Commons. Students must provide 
their own food arrangements during the more 
than three weeks of break. 
“I’ll stock up food on the last day,” Kim 
laughed, “just buy a bunch of stuff from the 
Grille, maybe.” 
For Christmas dinner, local host families and 
professors often open their homes to students 
staying for the holidays.  
Kim mentioned a professor has invited her to 
have Christmas dinner with their family.  
While students are flying and driving to spend 
the holidays with those close to them, students 
like Badudu and Kim will be doing the same 
while staying at Dordt College.
during the lesson. After the band’s third or 
fourth piece, though, some of the club members 
started sharing a few of their favorites as well. 
One couple came over to me later in the 
evening and asked me to show them a simple 
lifting move. I went through the steps and 
showed the transition into the move. They 
thanked me and went back out onto the dance 
floor to try it out. 
About halfway through the dance, the 
jazz band took a quick break. Several of the 
members are also part of the swing dance club, 
and they eagerly took their own place on the 
floor. Before the dance started, most of them 
had thought they would be onstage playing all 
evening. I had asked Steensma earlier about 
whether they would get the chance to join us. 
“Probably not,” he said. “We have enough 
people for two ensembles, but we decided it’d 
be easier to play as one group rather than rotate 
people on and off.” 
The jazz band played for another hour or so 
before finishing their performance. At 10 p.m., 
Smith stepped up to the microphone with an 
announcement. 
“We’ll be having a polka competition in about 
fifteen minutes, so find yourself a partner.” 
Immediately, people glanced around for 
potential partners. 
The goal was to dance around the floor until 
someone either lost the beat or got tired. The 
last couple still going would win. Fifteen 
dizzying minutes later, two couples were still 
dancing with no sign of stopping. One of them 
was a pair of freshman cross country runners. 
Finally, Smith stopped the music and declared 
the match a tie. 
The Swing Dance Club typically puts on one 
formal dance event each semester. They travel 
to swing dance events in the area, including 
several in Sioux Falls. The club meets every 
Tuesday evening at 8:15 in the Rec Center 
aerobics room.
complete.  
Although Dordt College may be thousands 
of miles away from the flames, these wildfires 
affected many of the approximately 100 
Californian students on campus, whether 
directly or indirectly.  
Junior Alexis Louters said that it has been 
difficult to watch the Camp Fire’s chaos from 
afar. Louters’ hometown, Merced, is hundreds 
of miles away from the Camp Fire, but the high 
school she attended still had to cancel classes 
and sports practices for a week due to the poor 
air quality.  
Freshman Bryce Louters also said he found 
it difficult to watch the Camp Fire progress 
from a distance, and recalled frequently calling 
his parents for updates on the fires and the air 
quality in his hometown. 
“The [Camp Fire] has affected many lives 
in California and have left many people 
homeless,” said Louters. “Many people are still 
missing their loved ones, not knowing where 
they ended up.” 
Over the summer, junior Katie Bousema said 
she experienced significant problems due to 
the Pasqual Fire. Her six-minute commute to 
the San Diego Zoo Safari Park turned into an 
hour-long ordeal after the fire crossed over the 
highway that she usually took to work. 
California’s long history of wildfires leaves 
many students sympathetic to the victims of this 
year’s fires. Freshman Kara Brouwer recalled 
the time that her family had to evacuate due to 
the Cedar Fire. She said that although no one 
she knows has been impacted by the 2018 fires, 




Emma Stoltzfus – Staff Writer
There’s a Christmas tree on the Campus Center 
roof, snow forts are popping up everywhere and 
dorms are decked with decorations. 
For Dordt College, it’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas. 
Most students will be leaving campus as soon 
as they finish their last final, but some will be 
staying on campus for the holidays. 
For HaeMi Kim, a junior from Thailand, this 
will be her first time at Dordt for Christmas 
break.  
Much of her time will be spent working in 
maintenance to save up for studying abroad in 
Chicago, but Kim said she hopes to work on 
a few video projects and enjoy some time to 
herself.  
Student Services generally charges five dollars 
a night for students to stay on campus during 
Christmas break, but some are exempt from that 
fee. International students—with the exception 
of Canadians—and students who have required 
work studies or internships through the break 
are not required to pay for lodging. 
The deadline to register for Christmas break 
housing is 4 p.m. on Dec. 17, according to an 
announcement in The Weekly. 
Retasya Badudu, a junior from Indonesia, 
will be staying at Dordt for her third Christmas 
Benjamin Boersma – Staff Writer
The days leading up to Dec. 1 were 
marked by high winds, drifting snow, and 
cold temperatures. But that didn’t stop the 
Dordt Swing Dance Club and the Dordt Jazz 
Band from kicking off the new month with a 
showstopper. 
The dance started at 8 o’clock that evening, 
but people were showing up as early as 7:15. 
The Campus Center, already decorated for the 
season with a Christmas tree and garland along 
the railings, now included shiny lights. The 
stage in front of the windows was set up for 
the band. The baby grand piano, which usually 
sits between the windows and the ground 
floor entrance, had been pushed over to the 
stage. The main floor, clear of furniture, would 
soon be filled with people showing off their 
skills. Jazz band members were putting their 
instruments together and warming up. A light 
chatter already hung in the air.  
“A couple of people won’t be able to make 
it because of the weather,” senior saxophonist 
Zach Steensma told me. 
“Will you still be able to play for us?” I asked. 
“Oh sure,” he said. There was no doubt about 
that part. 
Eventually, some people started arriving for 
the dance. Some of them were club members, 
but for others, this would be their first time swing 
dancing. The club leaders — Levi Smith, Abbie 
White, Foster Popkin, and Selena Munson — 
came a little later and taught the basics of swing 
dance. At 8 p.m., Marcus Zevenbergen counted 
off the jazz band for the night’s opening number 
before taking his place behind the drum set. 
Besides the basic step, there are only a few 
moves that beginning swing dancers need to 
know. They include three different types of 
spins, one type of flair, and one type of lead-in 
move. A basic type of dip can also be useful. 
The club leaders taught everyone these moves 
I’ll be at Dordt for Christmas
Swinging in a winter 
wonderland
California wildfires cause 
widespread destruction 
throughout 2018
headquarters in a particular area, the quality of 
the local airport is one of the considerations that 
they take into account,” Hoekstra said. “I’m 
hopeful that the new airport will enable us to 
continue to grow and attract more firms here for 
the next couple of decades.” 
Crop spraying companies and a charter service 
currently plan to use the run the most. While no 
commercial flights are planned, private planes 
can still land. Students, parents and campus 
visitors may someday be able to fly in and 
drive less than ten miles to arrive at Dordt. This 
cuts down on travel time and fuel expenses, 
and could assist safer transportation during 
the winter months. With a larger airport comes 
more advanced aviation safety equipment, so 
the pilots will be able to ensure safer landings, 
as well. 
Dordt currently has no plans to purchase a 
private aircraft, but the airport could hold some 
new possibilities. Past discussions opened up 
the idea of a bachelor’s program in aviation. The 
smaller, local airports would not have supported 
this program very well, so the idea was laid 
aside. With this new opportunity, discussions 
about feasibility have popped up again. 
“That study is currently ‘in process’ with the 
various faculty and board groups,” Hoekstra 
said. “While I have nothing to announce or 
predict right now, the new airport certainly 
would support a program much better than the 
former airport would have done.”
New airport to land in Maurice
Evangeline Colrarossi – Staff Writer
New opportunities will be flying into Sioux 
Center and the surrounding area with the 
opening of an airport in Maurice, just 10 miles 
south of Sioux Center. 
Maurice, Iowa, has a population of 271, but 
now features a $32 million airport. The runway is 
5,500 feet long and is accompanied by a parallel 
taxiway, terminal, several hangars and two 
fueling systems. There are offices, a conference 
room, pilots’ lounge and training room inside 
the terminal. To deal with the hazardous Iowa 
weather, safety approach lighting and a weather 
observation station have been added along with 
many other safety features. 
The larger airport will be mainly used by 
Sioux Center, Orange City and Maurice. 
“It’s really cool to see multiple communities 
coming together to work on projects of mutual 
benefit,” Dordt President Erik Hoekstra said, 
“and to have a resource that is more robust than 
any one city could have going it alone.” 
The shorter the landing strip, the smaller the 
incoming or outgoing plane needs to be. Sioux 
Center and Orange City both have airports, but 
large planes cannot use their smaller landing 
strip. This reduces the number of company 
administrators, potential business owners or 
private clients that have immediate access to 
these towns.  
“When corporations consider whether to 
locate a manufacturing plant or corporate 
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biology.
Only 30.5 credits out of a 127 credit plan 
for the Agriculture Education program are 
agriculture classes. That’s fewer than the 35 
required credit hours of core classes. Education 
classes acount for 43.5 credits in this Ag Ed 
major. The discrepancy between the programs 
totals out to 13 credit hours, almost a semester 
worth of classes. This imbalance is caused by 
two things. The number of education classes 
required for an educational  license in the state 
of Iowa is high and Dordts’ heavy core load. 
According to DeVrees, the class outline is 
“Core Ag plus. Which means there is something 
about plants, animals, soils, policy, business, 
nutrition, and mechanics.” This is so that 
students have a basic understanding of most 
areas of Agriculture. 
“Students are going to have more passions 
in one area then another so hopefully they 
will specialize with their electives,” added 
DeVrees. There are two open elective slots in 
this program.
Dordt’s biggest competitor for this program 
is Iowa State University. The Ag Ed program 
at Iowa State requires 40 Ag Ed specific credits 
taught by their 24 Ag Ed  professors.
This is a sharp contrast to Dordts’ program 
with nine Ag Ed specific classes and one Ag Ed 
professor.
 “It’s hard to prepare when you don’t have 
a good background in agriculture but just 
education,” said Steensma, “That’s what makes 
me nervous thinking I might not have enough 
background knowledge in agriculture.” 
It can be challenging for agriculture education 
students to bridge the gaps that span between 
the agriculture and education programs. 
“Which comes first the chicken or the egg? 
Do we add more agriculture education specific 
classes that draw more students or get enough 
students to create more agriculture education 
classes?” questioned Dr. Van Soelen.   
Although the Ag Ed program at Dordt 
is currently small, Dordt faculty say is Ag 
education is ready for growth, especially 
among Christians. Professors note that there is a 
shortage of Ag teachers.
Contributed Photo
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Curtis Van Dam a former teacher at Sioux 
Center Christian School pleaded guilty on 
Friday, Nov. 30 to having inappropriate sexual 
contact with minors.
“I wanted to have him plead guilty voluntarily 
avoiding having to have the minor victims 
testifying,” said Sioux County Attorney, 
Thomas Kunstle.
In accordance with the plea agreement with 
the state, Van Dam could be sentenced up to 
80 years in prison and would not be eligible for 
parole until he serves at least 17.5 years of the 
years.
Van Dam was convicted of the amended 
charges of one count of sexual abuse in the 
second degree, five counts of sexual abuse 
in the third degree, and one count of sexual 
exploitation by a school employee. The total 
sentencing could reach up to 80 years.
In 2017, Van Dam had been given over 
140 charges, 103 of those being felonies. 
However, with this plea agreement he is being 
Sarah Widener – Staff Writer
Ellie Steensma sits criss cross applesauce on a 
futon munching on goldfish. She has just come 
back from working as a swim guard, one of her 
two jobs. Steensma is a busy woman. On top of 
her jobs, Steensma participates in music, acting, 
agriculture club, and pursuing not one, but two 
majors at Dordt College. She is a senior and will 
be the second graduate from the Agricultural 
Education program. A program that to date has 
one graduate and currently has three students.
“Agriculture Education is a program that 
allows you the opportunity to learn how to teach 
others about agriculture giving them a better 
perspective about what agriculture is and what 
impact it has,” said Steensma. “ I was looking 
through Dordts’ list of majors and applied for 
agriculture education. When I came here I 
was like ‘I thought there would actually be a 
program.’” 
Though Steensma would say that Dordt has 
prepared her well for setting a positive example 
in the field of agriculture, she does see room in 
the program for improvement. 
Her frustrations start with the fact there are 
not enough students in this program. 
“It’s hard for me to have a place, I am in the 
middle between the education department and 
the agriculture department,” she said.  “I don’t 
take enough classes in either to completely fit 
in.” 
Steensma said that if there were more 
agriculture education students a subgroup of the 
two majors could be made.
Why are there not more students in this 
program? 
“They don’t really advertise it,” explained 
Steensma, “People just don’t know about it.” 
Professor Dr. Dick Jorger, the program 
developer for Agriculture Education, agreed: 
“We’ve got to get a promotional story together 
like all the Christian schools in the country. We 
gotta have a big poster, a website presence and 
a recruiter.” 
Dr. Timothy Van Soelen, the education 
department advisor for all agriculture education 
students, said, “We’ve been known for education 
and we’ve been known for agriculture, but we 
have yet to develop a reputation of agricultural 
education.” 
 This program with one incoming freshman 
this year, Ashley Armstrong. Armstrong 
explained that she heard of Dordt’s agriculture 
education program randomly at an FFA event 
and chose the school because if its location and 
small size.
 Another challenge with this program, 
according to students in it, is the list of required 
classes. For example, Steensma was required 
to take organic chemistry but not biology. Dr 
Jorger agreed that Ag Ed majors should take 
charged with 7 related counts of sexual abuse 
and exploitation for fifteen victims and the 
remaining charges with will be dismissed.
In accordance with the plea agreement Van 
Dam waivered his right to appeal the conviction.
If Van Dam were to be released, he would be 
placed on the sex offender list. He would also 
have to wear an electronic tracking system for 
at least five years after his release, according to 
the plea agreement.
In September, Van Dam also pleaded guilty 
to a federal charge of sexual exploitation of a 
child. He was sentenced to 15 years in prison. 
However, with the federal charge he is up for 
supervised release  after serving 12.75 years in 
prison. 
District Judge Steven Andreasen will have 
to determine if Van Dam’s federal and state 
sentencing will happen consecutively or at the 
same time. If they are given consecutively, he 
will be sentenced to a total of 95 years in prison.
Van Dam’s sentencing is scheduled to be held 
on January 11, 2019.
Former Sioux Center Christian 
School teacher pleads guilty
Growing ag education
(cont.) The tie guy
Continued from page 2
and then repeating it himself. Zach will often 
watch a video before going to bed, and then will 
wake up knowing how to tie a new knot. 
“I’m a visual learner,” he said. “Once you get 
through the beginning, you can tell where the 
knot is going. You just let the tie flow.” 
Zach currently knows how to tie seven knots 
by memory but has tied over 50 different knots 
and has begun experimenting with his own 
variations. Now that he has the skill to tie 
different ties, and enjoys doing it, he wears ties 
to more events that he normally would not have 
worn a tie to. 
“When people dress up on days for their 
exams it changes your mindset,” said Sanford. 
“It’s the fact that you’re dressed up and ready 
for the day; but also, you’re professional.” 
The expectation to dress up will be a part of 
many students’ future careers. Zach believes 
that now is the time to start practicing this, just 
like we are practicing for our future jobs right 
now by studying and doing internships. 
One of the many YouTube channels that Zach 
watches is Patrick Novotny, who uploads step-
by-step guides on tying various ties. 
With the weather continuing to grow colder 
at Dordt, Zach’s next challenge is scarf tying. 
He sees it as a great way to stay warm, and also 
a way to look good while being bundled up. If 
you would like to learn more or have any ideas, 
feel free to contact Zach. 
True Love Knot Arrow Knot
Taurus Knot Viper Knot
Bow-Tie Cross Knot Matrix Knot
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Music is a dirt-cheap medium now. Anyone can easily make it, and anyone can easily listen for free. The industry is at its most competitive point yet, and the odds of failure are stacked against new 
and upcoming artists more than in the past. With so much music available, it’s almost impossible to get on top, yet a select few can make it.  
Here are my top picks for the standout releases of 2018:
Unfortunately, I can’t listen to everything. Did I miss something? Do you disagree? Let me know: grthvndn@dordt.edu.
Twin Fantasy making the list somewhat feels like cheating. If you give a band about seven years 
to rework and rerecord, good things should be happening. Such is the case with indie band Car Seat 
Headrest. The new recording of Twin Fantasy is a huge step up from the first. Whereas the first 
sounded like it was recorded with a webcam in a dorm room, the 2018 rework sounds like it was 
recorded properly in a studio. Twin Fantasy sounds better, but it is still a rough-around-the-edges 
indie release sometimes bogged down by spoken parts. Regardless, Car Seat Headrest’s work is not 
in vain, as Twin Fantasy is still a good listen.  
 
Top Tracks: “Sober to Death”, “Bodys”, “Cute Thing”  
Ariana Grande surprised me this year with Sweetener. Last time I remember Ariana Grande, she 
looked like a 13-year-old who sang songs using discount Jason Derulo hooks to other 13-year-olds. 
There’s more depth on Sweetener, but it still has its shallow moments. Ariana Grande has pipes, 
though, and she knows how to put them to use. Sweetener has a lot of gloss to its production, as 
a pop album should. What’s impressive is that all the songs on Sweetener sound like they belong 
together, while simultaneously using different programming and sampling. The layers on each track 
are plentiful, and tracks sound complete as a result. Sweetener sounds surprisingly sweet.  
 
Top Tracks: “God is a Woman”, “Breathin”, “No Tears Left to Cry”
Kanye West looked like he was going to have a miserable year. Riddled with alleged mental 
health issues and political controversy, Kanye started 2018 with “Lift Yourself,” and “Ye vs. the 
People,” both assumed to be joke tracks. Kanye finally got the ball rolling with Ye. Despite what 
people say about the stupid things West says, he certainly knows what he’s doing in the studio. West 
is still slick production-wise and has pinned down a sound that simultaneously sounds both raw 
and polished. Additionally, West’s rapping still sounds great, and his singing isn’t shabby either, 
although he usually leaves that up to his features, who shine especially on “Ghost Town.” 
 
Top Tracks: “Yikes”, “All Mine”, “Ghost Town” 
The final release in Nine Inch Nails’ trilogy that started two years ago, Bad Witch is somewhat the 
junior version of Nine Inch Nails’ 1999 release, The Fragile. Bad Witch (and the rest of the trilogy), 
shows more of the atmospheric side of Nine Inch Nails. Frequent collaborator Atticus Ross joins 
Trent Reznor as a full-time member, and their time previously spent together scoring films has 
now influenced Nine Inch Nails. David Bowie is also a bag influence. Bad Witch trends some new 
ground for the band, but still accelerates at what the band does best: making noise sound musical.  
 
Top Tracks: “S**t Mirror”, “Ahead of Ourselves”, “Over and Out”
Alternative hip hop group Death Grips thrives on unpredictability. Year of the Snitch is no 
exception, as the group continues to shift their core sound with each release. Year of the Snitch is 
more melodic and less abrasive than the band’s previous release, Bottomless Pit. However, Death 
Grips is still their frenzied and noisy self. Year of the Snitch is both fascinating and unsettling with 
its music and artwork. Although hard to digest, Death Grips continues to be undoubtedly one of the 
best rap artists out there. 
Top Tracks: “Death Grips Is Online”, “Hahaha”, “Streaky”
Judas Priest is almost 50 years old. Singer Rob Halford is 67 years old. Listening to Firepower, 
you would never guess either statements to be true. Despite being the 18th album in their long 
career, Judas Priest showcases again why they’re considered one of the best heavy metal groups 
of all time. Firepower doesn’t reinvent the wheel, but rather applies the fundamentals of metal to 
their finest- great guitar riffs, technical solos, soaring vocals, and a solid foundation of bass and 
drumming.
Top Tracks: “Firepower”, “Necromancer”, “Flame Thrower”
Kid Cudi and Kanye West make up rap duo Kids See Ghosts. When they first made an 
announcement regarding their album, there was plenty of reason to have skepticism. However, 
Cudi and West proved everyone dead wrong. Provoking and psychedelic, Kids See Ghosts leaves 
listeners with a sense of awe. In a genre unfortunately dominated by mumble rap, Kids See Ghosts 
have proven there are new great heights for hip-hop music.   
 
Top Tracks: “4th Dimension”, “Freeee (Ghost Town Pt. 2)”, “Reborn” 
For the third time in a row, Swedish progressive metal band, Ghost, has released a killer album 
top to bottom. Somewhat conceptual, Prequelle covers a theme of plague with a medieval aesthetic. 
As thematic as ever, Ghost now has eight members to play the layers of guitar, percussion, synth, 
piano, organ, choirs, and the vocals of Tobias Forge under the moniker Cardinal Copia. Beautifully 
crafted, Prequelle pushes Ghost both in craft and career success.  
I would also highly recommend seeing Ghost live if you ever get the chance.  
 
Top Tracks: “Rats”, “Faith”, “Witch Image”
Code Orange started off 2018 with the surprise release of the single Only One Way. Grungy in 
influence, some fans worried the Pennsylvania hardcore group had become soft. Only One Way 
certainly slaps, but its follow-up is the punishing EP, The Hurt Will Go On. Code Orange continues 
to evolve their sound in new ways with guitar solos, industrial sounds, sampling, and traditionally 
with brutal breakdowns and chugging guitars.  
 
Top Tracks: “Only One Way”, “3 Knives”, “The Hunt” 
Joy as an Act of Resistance. is everything one could ask for from a punk record. IDLES brings a 
big I-don’t-give-a-s**t attitude to their sophomore album, which is not done at the compromise of 
their sound or quality. Joy as an Act of Resistance. is dripping in sarcasm, rebellion, and loudness. 
As the album title suggests, IDLES’s latest will have listeners joyfully resisting the establishment. 
 
Top Tracks: “I’m Scum”, “Television”, “Great”
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L.A. Film Critics Society VP Ashley Menzel 
also spoke on the movie, tweeting, “#Aquaman 
is over the top fun! A perfect balance of cheesy 
humor & action. James Wan shows his skill 
as a director & puts his mark on DC in a big 
way. Momoa is perfectly charming & brings 
Aquaman out of the shadows to stand alongside 
the greats like #WonderWoman.”  
Despite having to go toe-to-toe with the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe films, which has 
almost all of its movies certified as Fresh in 
Rotten Tomatoes’ ratings, DCEU is slowly 
starting to pick up the pace again, bringing out 
the “next Wonder Woman.” Even though there 
is not as much excitement as with MCU films, 
let’s see how Aquaman will impact and change 
the perspective of DCEU’s films. 
one of the most famous and beloved Christmas 
movies, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” doesn’t take 
place around Christmas until over three-fourths 
into the film. 
For some, a Christmas movie is more about 
the feelings and themes that it creates. As junior 
Kaitlyn Baljeu put it, “A Christmas Movie has 
to be something that is holly, jolly, and festive--
and it gets me excited to open presents.” 
This reasoning that holiday films produce 
a certain warm, “jolly” feeling is why many 
families have traditions of watching fantasy or 
adventure movies that don’t directly connect 
to Christmas, like the “Lord of the Rings” or 
“Harry Potter” franchises. 
Sometimes movies become associated with 
Christmas simply because of the themes they 
express. Movies such as “Les Miserables” or 
“Ben-Hur” don’t directly refer to the birth of 
Christ, but they overtly tell stories of redemption 
and grace. Robin Suing, the theatre department 
assistant, described this idea, saying, “[It could 
be] anything that becomes a tradition for you or 
the family at Christmas time.” 
 A movie like “Home Alone” is an example of 
both setting and tradition shaping the film into 
the Christmas category. This looser definition 
is another key point “Die Hard” Christmas 
defenders make, pointing out how similar 
“Home Alone” and “Die Hard” are. Both feature 
a protagonist trapped in a building during 
Christmas who is fighting off invaders trying to 
steal what’s inside, all the while realizing the 
importance of family. What’s more “Christmas” 
than that? 
There may never be a consensus on what truly 
defines a Christmas movie, but junior Dylan 
Vander Berg offered the simplest and most 
poignant answer: “It’s a movie you watch at 
Christmas.”  
Whatever movie brings together family 
and friends every December could be the 
“Christmas” movie for that time and situation, 
whether that’s “White Christmas” or “Lethal 
Weapon.”
current space will be converted into nursing and 
digital media classrooms and offices, while the 
new space will host the theatre department until 
a more permanent campus fine arts center is 
completed adjacent to the BJ Haan auditorium, 
after which it reconverted into a pro-tech shop. 
Senior Theatre Arts Major and Walk Two 
Moons director Jalyn Vander Wal also spoke at 
the occasion, noting that she had worked on 5 
different shows in the space just during her time 
as a student at Dordt. 
“I’m sad that it’s closing…but once we’re out 
of the temporary space and get our own full size 
theatre, it’s gonna be fab”, said Vander Wal. 
Walk Two Moons couldn’t have been a more 
fitting send off for the theatre. Based on the book 
by Sharon Creech and adapted by Tom Arvetis, 
the touching coming-of-age story about a young 
girl named Sal (portrayed by freshman Renee 
Seaman) copes with her past and looks ahead 
to her future. It’s a story where the past, present 
and future are drawn together. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony, Ter Haar 
led those present in the singing of the doxology, 
a longtime department tradition used before 
performances to recognize entry into a new 
space. 
As the last echoes of the vocal chorus faded 
away, the room returned to its normal closing 
night environment as audience members 
congratulated the cast and crew shortly before 
they set to work on strike, stacking up chairs 
and tearing down the set. 
Within a few short hours, the theatre was 
restored once again to its vacant state. Only 
a few leftover screws, flakes of sawdust, and 
splatters of paint remained, the sole witnesses 
of yet another successful performance within 
the aged brick walls. 
Towards the end of Walk Two Moons, as Sal 
says goodbye to her friends before moving back 
home, she makes the following observation: “I 
don’t think we always have a choice where the 
memories live.”
Photo Contributed from Warner Brothers
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Haemi Kim – Staff Writer
Warner Brothers’ DC Extended Universe 
will soon be releasing their sixth installment, 
Aquaman. The production wrapped up in 
October 2017 and had its world premiere in 
London on November 26, 2018. The movie will 
be released in the U.S. on December 21. 
Aquaman, directed by James Wan, is an 
American superhero film based off the DC 
comic character of the same name. According to 
IMDb, Aquaman will be a story where, “Arthur 
Curry learns that he is the heir to the underwater 
kingdom of Atlantis, and must step forward to 
lead his people and be a hero to the world.”  
With a history of Man of Steel, Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of Justice, and Suicide Squad, 
the DCEU honestly has not been getting the 
greatest ratings. When Wonder Woman came to 
the theatres on June 2017, it brought its ratings 
up to 93%, giving DCEU its first Certified Fresh 
Tomatoes rating and hope for the next film. The 
excitement and high expectation got passed on 
to Justice League, released on November 2017, 
but because of the lack of character building 
and a not-that-interesting storyline, DCEU 
slipped back on its downwards slope.  
Aquaman released its first official trailer in 
July. The trailer contained big-scale action, 
solid acting, and eye-catching visuals, which 
caught the attention of fans and movie critics 
alike. Early reviews showed critics were excited 
about the movie. 
Fandango managing editor Erik Davis 
tweeted, “#Aquaman is the most ambitious 
DC movie to date — a big, sprawling visual 
spectacle that is gorgeous, crazy, stuffed with 
terrific action, and a lot of fun to watch. James 
Wan, in my opinion, is the true star – he elevates 
the material, makes it entertaining and conquers 
Harrison Burns – Staff Writer
With Thanksgiving over and Christmas fast 
approaching, holiday movies are being viewed 
in the season’s spirit. While everyone seems to 
have a favorite Christmas movie to watch in the 
last month of the year, no one can seem to agree 
on what actually makes a movie a “Christmas 
movie.” 
There are the core and uncontroversial films 
that are universally accepted as Christmas 
movies, those that explicitly contain the 
Christmas staple characters of Santa, elves, 
reindeer, and snowmen. And with these 
accepted movies there are also those revolving 
around the actual biblical event the holiday 
is based on, containing mangers, shepherds, 
three kings, and drummer boys. Outside of 
this foundation, however, the question of what 
specifically defines a Christmas movie becomes 
murky. 
Because of Christmas’s cultural and 
economic power, it has woven its way into 
many cinematic outings more subtly. Some 
of the most commonly debated over whether 
they deserve the “Christmas” title include 
films such as “Gremlins,” “The Family Man,” 
“Batman Returns,” “Lethal Weapon,” “Iron 
Man 3,” “When Harry Met Sally,” and “Edward 
Scissorhands.” Even “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas” splits people on whether it is more 
of a Halloween or a Christmas movie. And 
of course, the epitome of these questionable 
Christmas flicks, “Die Hard.” 
The reason for the wide variations boils down 
to how people define a “Christmas” movie.  For 
some, the definition is grounded in setting--is 
the movie set around the Christmas season? 
This is one of the most common arguments for 
films like “Die Hard,” an action film with little 
plot concerned with Christmas but filled with 
Christmas memorabilia, music, and references 
(i.e. “Now I have a machine gun. Ho, Ho, Ho”). 
Setting alone seems to be inaccurate in 
capturing what makes a Christmas movie, as 
Zach Steensma – Staff Writer
December 8th marked the final showing of 
the Dordt College Theatre Arts production 
Walk Two Moons. But it was more than just the 
closing night of the show’s run; it was the final 
show to take place in the New World Theatre. 
The New World Theatre, currently sandwiched 
in the heart of campus in the old section of the 
classroom building, was formerly a gymnasium 
at Dordt College before being converted into 
a theatre space in 1977. Since then, the New 
World has hosted countless hours of auditions, 
rehearsals, stagecraft, set building and shows 
for a number of theatrical productions. 
At the conclusion of the play, Dordt College 
Theatre arts professor and department chair Dr. 
Teresa Ter Haar took a few moments to stand 
before the audience and provide brief history of 
how the space has served the department over 
the last 41 years. 
The event was commemorated with brief 
ceremony that involved a photo shoot of the last 
cast, crew and audience that will ever enjoy a 
performance in the space.
At one point, Ter Haar asked the audience to 
raise their hands if they had ever worked in the 
New World. It quickly became apparent that 
the audience largely made up of Dordt faculty, 
students, and alumni, as nearly every single 
hand in the room shot up. 
Construction has already begun on the new 
home of the theatre department, located on the 
south end of campus, in what will serve as the 
new space for the scene and costume shops, as 
well as a new stage space. 
“The intial idea of it is really sad, because of 
the sentimental side of it” noted Dordt alumnus 
Luke Venhuizen, who was present at the event. 
“I always feel like I’m back at home when I 
come here…but it’s also really exciting because 
[the department] has been asking for a new 
space for a while. Ultimately, it’s the people 
who make the department, not the space.”  
The department move is expected to take 
place in February, before spring break. The 
Aquaman: the next Wonder 
Woman?
The New World Theatre: 
where the memories live
What is a Christmas movie?
· Arts & Entertainment·
page 7
· Opinion·
Walk Two Moons review
Alicia Bonestroo – Staff Writer
Walk two moons? What does that even mean? 
Those were the first words that popped into 
my head once I saw the title of the fall Black 
Box production. 
“Walk Two Moons,” Jalyn Vander Wal’s 
senior directing project, was based off the 
children’s book by the same name, written by 
Sharon Creech, about coming to terms and 
coming of age. I didn’t read it as a kid, but I 
might read it now. 
Fun Fact: Director Vander Wal actually got in 
contact with the author. I’m sure she would be 
all too happy to discuss the conversations they 
had and show off her signed poster of the show 
and book.  
But before I lose myself to the more technical 
side of theatre, I’m going to tell you this: this 
show was amazing, and I truly wish that there 
were more shows so more people could have 
seen it last weekend too. 
Commencing technical theatre talk.  
Walking into the theater, the first thing anyone 
would notice is the set. There was a series of 
platforms and stairs painted black. There were 
chalk drawings of trees on them, leaving little 
room for the black to come through. I later 
found out that the actors themselves had done 
these drawings. 
Costumes. I hold a work-study position in the 
Costume Shop, and I may be a bit biased when I 
say that the costumes were on point. I knew and 
saw the hard work that went into them.  
The sound design was subtle, not 
overwhelming, and almost completely original, 
save for some sound effects. The lighting was 
beautiful and it deserved recognition, even if it 
wasn’t as noticeable as everything else. 
And the acting. The acting! Half of the actors 
were playing multiple characters, which is a 
skill in itself. And the ones who were playing 
singular characters were on-stage nearly the 
entire show.  
If I missed a certain aspect of the show that 
you felt was just breathtaking, you’re welcome 
to come and set me straight. 
Okay, my little rant is over. 
There was a moment near the end of the play 
when we finally saw the reason behind one of 
the major plot points. Yes, it may have been in 
the back of our minds, but we’d been ignoring 
it. And then our suspicions came true and we 
found that the show had devoured our hearts. It 
was raw and emotional.  
But that didn’t mean that everyone would get 
hit with the feels like they were a ton of bricks. 
There was humor in it. There were moments 
when audience members couldn’t help but 
smile, chuckle, or just straight up laugh. 
I’m not good at showing my emotions, but I 
was close to tears. If you’ve ever lost someone 
close to you, whether that be a family member 
or a friend — and I pray that you haven’t — I 
recommend this beautiful story of a teenage girl 
coming to terms with a truth.  
What truth, Alicia? 
It would be a spoiler if I told you, wouldn’t it? 
Although the “Walk Two Moons” production 
has come to an end, the book just might be able 
to fill you in.
The Ballad of Buster Scruggs 
film review
Zach Dirksen – Guest Writer
When I heard that Joel and Ethan Coen were 
making a movie for Netflix, I was excited and 
nervous. I was excited because I love the Coen’s 
work. They’ve made some of my favorite 
films, whether that be the bleak and moving 
music film Inside Llewyn Davis, the intense 
neo-western thriller No Country for Old Men, 
or the outright ridiculous road-trip comedy O 
Brother Where Art Thou? The Coen Brothers 
are professionals at engaging the audience with 
smart writing, outlandish scenarios and some of 
the most fun characters in film. I had no doubt 
the movie would be up to their usual standard. 
I was nervous, however, with the fact it’d be 
produced by Netflix.  
To me, Netflix movies are never as good as 
Netflix shows. They aren’t marketed well, 
they don’t seem to draw in big talent and they 
often got lost quickly in Netflix’s ever-growing 
catalogue. Sure, I was going to see the Coens’ 
new movie, but who else would? So, when 
The Ballad of Buster Scruggs hit Netflix on 
November 17, I watched it.  Two hours after the 
movie had ended, I wanted to watch it again.  
The Ballad of Buster Scruggs is an 
unconventional piece of cinema. The movie 
tells 6 individual stories, each set in the 
Wild West. These stories aren’t connected 
by characters or a sequence of events, but by 
theme and framing. The first shot of the movie 
is a dusty old hardcover book bearing the same 
title as the movie. The movie is this book in 
a sense: an omnibus of short stories, each 
different from the other, but similar enough to 
warrant being packaged together. The first story, 
also titled The Ballad of Buster Scruggs tells 
the story of a cartoonish gunslinger who loves 
singing just as much as he likes playing poker. 
The second story depicts a bank robber who 
finds himself caught in an unfortunate series of 
events. The third follows a travelling sideshow 
act that’s losing its audience, while the fourth 
shows an old prospector searching for gold in 
a secluded valley. The two final stories of the 
movie are longest and darkest. The fifth story 
is about a young woman in a wagon train, beset 
by challenges she’s completely unequipped 
to handle. Finally, the movie concludes with 
5 travelers in a stagecoach, arguing about the 
nature of man. At first glance these stories seem 
incredibly different, but after watching the 
movie, you realize the stories, different as they 
may be, flow into each other. The feeling you 
get from one story sets your mind in a place in 
which you can enjoy the next one even more. 
It’s almost like a season of streaming television. 
It’s a movie made to be binge-watched.  
In true Coen Brothers fashion, this movie 
is a visual marvel. Although not shot by their 
frequent collaborator Roger Deakins, this 
film boasts impressive cinematography and 
color grading. This is due to cinematographer 
Bruno Delbonnel, who also did tremendous 
work creating the hazy, muted colors of 1960’s 
New York in Inside Llewyn Davis. Here, he 
flexes completely different creative muscles, 
capturing majestic desert vistas in glorious 
color. The colors in the last story especially 
stand out, with the image slowly turning from 
a sunny yellow to a deep, dark blue as the story 
inside the stagecoach gets increasingly darker 
and mysterious.  
Another Coen Brothers staple is casting. They 
tend to populate their movies with big names, 
and often work with the same actors over 
multiple movies. This isn’t the case with Buster 
Scruggs. Sure, we see some popular faces, 
notably Liam Neeson and James Franco, but 
many of the standout performances in the film 
are from actors we either haven’t seen much 
of, or don’t know at all. There aren’t many 
“Coen actors” here either. Tim Blake Nelson 
and Stephen Root take memorable turns, but we 
really don’t see anyone else we’ve seen before. 
Regardless, there isn’t a weak performance in 
the movie. Each character not only acts well, 
they practically (and in some cases, literally) 
sing the Coen’s often-thick and hyper-specific 
dialogue.  
I had a really fun time watching The Ballad 
of Buster Scruggs. It offers the same Coen 
Brothers fun in a new and innovative package. 
I definitely recommend it, especially since so 
many people may not see it otherwise, given 
Netflix’s marketing tactics. If this review got 
you interested, go watch it. Better yet, watch 
it with other people. And if you enjoy it, tell 
someone else. 
Dealing with key changes
Benjamin Boersma – Staff Writer
It’s that time where students fill out evaluations 
again. I ought to know; I finished filling mine 
out last week. Normally, it’s not a big deal, and, 
for the first three that I filled out, it wasn’t. 
I saved my band evaluation for last, figuring it 
would be a good one to end on. 
Don’t get me wrong: I love playing in the band. 
We have a fantastic music staff that brings out 
the best in their musicians. But about halfway 
through my band evaluation, I realized that this 
one wasn’t the same as all the others. 
“Dr. Miedema did this part of the program 
a little differently,” I thought. Then it hit: As 
objective as I was trying to be, I had started 
comparing this semester’s experience to the 
other four semesters of my college band career. 
It’s hard not to compare. Dr. Miedema 
faithfully directed the Concert Band and the 
Campus-Community Band for 10 years. He took 
the band on tour, not just across the country, but 
across the globe, as well. Our tour last summer 
to Europe will easily be the highlight of my time 
as a college musician. 
The music was hard, but fun. It included a 
wide mix of classic pieces, such as Berlioz’ 
“Hungarian March” (which received consistent 
standing ovations on tour last year), and more 
current pieces, such as Johnnie Vinson’s 
“Variants of a Shaped Note Tune” (my favorite 
from the band festival my freshman year). He 
had a sense of humor: You could tell when you 
messed up, but he was gracious enough that you 
could laugh along with the other band members. 
We had to work hard in rehearsal, but we had 
fun doing so. 
At the same time, I know that each year has 
been different. My freshman year, I played 
under Dr. Miedema’s leadership in the Campus-
Community Band. I was taking almost 19 
credits; I barely knew anyone in the music 
department; I was a third trombonist; I had no 
clue what it was like to be a college student. I 
simply wanted to keep making music. 
My sophomore year, I made it into the 
Concert Band. I was taking 14 credits and had 
added other activities to my schedule. I was a 
second trombonist who was already excited for 
the Europe tour even though it was nine months 
away. I wasn’t disappointed. 
This year, I auditioned again for Concert 
Band. I didn’t make it, so I am once again 
playing in the Campus-Community band. I am 
currently playing first trombone and sitting next 
to the section leader. Together, it’s our job to 
tune the entire section, making sure we all start 
playing at the right time and place, and helping 
the others in our section with tough spots in 
the music. But the biggest difference is that we 
have a new director. 
I know I’m comparing again. It’s hard not to. 
Each group is different, and each director is 
different. Is it fair? No, but it’s what happens 
when there are differences. It’s how we make 
sense of change. 
Dr. Miedema held a place of leadership. The 
things he did, both good and bad, will leave a 
lasting effect on all who knew him. For 10 years, 
he was our band director, and he was respected 
as a good director. At the same time, people in 
leadership are held to a higher standard. They 
have to be. If they fall, everyone feels the 
impact. The Board of Trustees enforced that 
standard, as difficult as it may have been to do 
so. 
Since high school, I have studied under a 
total of five different band directors. Each one 
was different. They brought different things 
to the group and out of the group. Many of us 
will miss Dr. Miedema for what he brought to 
the Dordt bands and for what he brought out 
of us. As for me, whether I am bottom chair 
or the section leader, I will stand by whoever 
leads the ensemble I am in. I look forward to a 
new semester with new experiences as a band 
member, whatever that may look like.
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I’m salty, but you’re not: a 
letter to Sioux Center’s roads
Erika Buiter – Staff Writer
Dear Sioux Center Roads, 
Every year, without fail, the snow comes. The 
first blizzard often catches people by surprise, 
lulled into complacency by a long fall—but 
we all know that it’s coming. In Iowa, it is 
inevitable that our streets will be blanketed by 
snow and ice and slush. And of course, we all 
know the easy way to get rid of the snow: salt. 
Except you, dear Sioux Center Roads, seem 
to miss that message. Every year, when the first 
blizzard hits, your occupants scramble to clear 
the highways, the county roads, the gravel—yet 
your well-traveled residential streets remain 
unsalted. Snow is packed down on you, ice 
trapped below, and—without salt—vehicles 
slip and slide on you.   
According to the Iowa Department of 
Transportation’s Winter Cost Calculator, 
the last pass over the 4.2 mile section of US 
Highway 75 North, south of Sioux Center, was 
on December 4, 2018.  Workers spent 0.4 hours 
clearing the road, costing $36 in total. No salt 
was used, and it wasn’t snowing anymore on 
the 4th —but out of caution, the state cleared 
them. 
Yet, in the aftermath of the first blizzard of 
the year, dear Sioux Center Roads, you seemed 
untouched. As a commuter to Dordt, my daily 
route involves a 15-minute drive on gravel 
roads, county roads, highway 75, and finally, 
your residential roads. I don’t run into problems 
on the first three roads when it snows--it’s only 
the last one where I find myself fearing I’ll slide 
through a stop sign or hit a patch of unsalted ice. 
What I’m trying to say, dear Sioux Center 
Roads, is this: I’m salty, you’re not, and that’s 
a problem. I’m not the only person using 
residential roads on my commute. School busses 
traverse them, carrying vulnerable children, as 
do hundreds of people heading to work in and 
around Sioux Center. For their safety, and for 
mine, I ask you: Please, salt your residential 
roads. We all know that it snows in the winter. 





Alex Van Den Top – Staff Writer
With streaming services on an explosive 
rise, especially among millennials and Gen Z, 
how will the majority of Americans listen to 
Christmas music this holiday season: Through 
the radio? Or through streaming sites? The 
answer, for now, is both. 
As it turns out, many of Americans still 
actively choose to listen to the radio. An annual 
Nielsen Music 360 Report shows that almost 
half of people are discovering new music 
through radio waves and not through services 
such as Spotify or Apple Music. This is not 
to say that music streaming services are not 
making headway. Futuresource Consulting 
predicts streaming site subscriptions will reach 
into the 300 million mark by 2022.  
So why do people still choose to listen to the 
radio? Piet Westerbeek, general manager of 
an adult contemporary radio station in Sioux 
‘Tis the season for ...
streaming Christmas music?
Center, says music streaming does not account 
for the fact that listeners like knowing what 
is going on in their community—especially 
around Christmastime. 
“When you use a system like Spotify, based 
just around music,” Piet said in a phone 
interview, “all you’re going to hear is the music 
or commercials and advertisements that don’t 
really pertain to your area as much as what we 
do here.”   
However, there are some who might disagree. 
Senior Kaileen Roelofs, a millennial and self-
proclaimed avid Christmas music fan, said she 
is choosing Pandora over traditional FM radio 
this Christmas season.  
“If I’m in the car, I’ll listen to the radio, but if 
I’m at home I’ll do Pandora for my Christmas 
music. I guess I don’t even have a radio at 
















































We are looking for more writers, editors, 
and photographers for the Diamond next 
semester! Free pizza is provided during 
weekly meetings.
Contact lee.pitts@dordt.edu for more    
information or to join the staff.
